2nd  Temple Talk

Last week, I shared with you how my definition of Stewardship has changed.   I said Stewardship isn’t about the church’s budget.  It isn’t about our providing enough money so we can heat this building when it’s cold.  It isn’t about providing materials for our Sunday school program.  It isn’t even about providing for Pastor Peter’s salary.  

Stewardship is first and foremost about our relationship with Christ.  Stewardship is all about trust, obedience, and God’s will.

As stewards for Christ, how can we learn to put our trust in God?  First, we need to recognize that everything in our lives comes from God.  Our learning to Tithe is a part of our learning to trust God.  For many people the thought of giving 10% of their incomes back to God is scary.  I know it is because it was for me.  We think about how we are going to pay our bills, pay our mortgages, and even about how we can afford that new thing we want.  We then look at how prices always seem to be rising and we ask, “How can I afford to give more to the church? I barely have enough to make ends meet now.”  

Notice we depersonalize the question by thinking that our giving is to the church and no longer to Christ?  That’s because it’s hard to say no to Christ, but somehow no to the church is alittle easier.  Please although we give our offerings at church, our offerings are to God.
This year as I have read more, prayed more, and generally tried to be a better steward.  But, the thought kept creeping into my head that I don’t tithe, I try to be as generous as I can, but tithing is for folks with greater incomes that I have.  I can tell you, those thoughts were unsettling.  
As I learned and thought more about stewardship, I came to realize that tithing isn’t about financial hardship.  Tithing is about loving our neighbors as ourselves.  Tithing is learning that we don’t need so many possessions, especially when so many people have so much less.  Tithing is learning to put your trust in God and believing that He won’t let us down.
With these thoughts in mind I decided it was about time I got my priorities straight.  This year I am committed to tithing.

So, won’t you join with me, open the door to a better relationship with Christ by taking a step to living closer to God’s will?
Soon you’ll be receiving your pledge cards for 2009 together with your Time & Talent signup sheet.  Please take a few moments to reflect on the ways God has been generous to you, and how you need to share His generosity with others through the generous offering of your time, your talents, and your money.  Please join a committee, become more involved, and enrich your life in the process.
In closing, please remember that all of the good in our lives comes as a gift from God.  Please seize the opportunity that God is giving you to generously share your gifts with others.

Thank you and may God bless us.

Daniel Lamade
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